TVS (Guangzhou)

Video clip aired on 5 June 2010

Translated by Liang Yin of ITDP-China

Today is World Environment Day. The narrator wants to show the audiences how to achieve low carbon travel. She introduces Charles [Komanoff] as president of New York Bicycle Association [he’s actually a past president of the NYC-based Transportation Alternatives] and as 'Mr. Low-Carbon.' He insists on three rules in his U.S. life: no driving car, no taking bus, and no taking metro. Even though there is such a long distance, he will just ride bicycle. Charles asks the narrator to enjoy the bicycle trip together in Guangzhou. The narrator says everyone knows riding bicycles in daily life is a healthy and low-carbon way. But riding bicycles in Guangzhou is not so safe, because of scrambling for the lane with social vehicles and the bad air quality, so people seldom like riding bicycles. However, Charles says this is similar to New York. [Actually, that riding conditions are similar: challenging but manageable.]Then the reporter interviews Charles and gets his opinions. Then the journalist says it is impractical to demand the car owners to take metro or bicycles instead of private cars. [Of course, what is truly impractical is for many to use private cars.] In fact, driving car can achieve low-carbon in many ways [!]. Then the TVS driver teaches the audiences how to save petrol, by reducing the weight of the car, etc. The narrator says the benefit of Low-carbon travel is not only saving petrol, but also keeping healthy. Then she interviews a doctor about how to keep healthy through riding bicycles. The doctor says riding bicycle can improve the blood circulation and prevent arteriosclerosis, etc. Then the presenter introduces a piece of news he got today: that 10 rubbish treatment factories have closed down in Tokyo because they have no rubbishes to be treated. And Japan has been planning to achieve zero rubbish treatment by 2020. Why can Japan do it well? Because the governments, the enterprises, the small companies, even an individual citizen, all society members try their best. And the presenter continues to say something about low-carbon and environmental protections are related to everyone.
