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Americans of conscience and conviction have always marched for truth and justice. We are marching today for climate justice and climate truth.

At the heart of climate truth is a carbon price that tells the truth. We call on Congress to stop subsidizing oil, coal and gas and to internalize the costs of climate damage, mountaintop removal and resource wars into the prices of fossil fuels.
We have marched to NRDC to demand an environmental lobby and an environmental movement with the courage to tell the truth. To tell the truth about the riches for Wall Street from carbon cap-and-trade. To tell the truth about phony offsets that will let U.S. corporations keep polluting. And to tell the American people the truth about fossil fuel prices: they are not too high. They are too low.
We call on NRDC to tell Congress that the way to solve the climate crisis — with justice for all — is to tax carbon emissions and distribute the revenue: monthly, automatically, and above all, equally to U.S. families.
I come to the NRDC building with a heavy heart, and I suspect many of you do as well. I never imagined, when I worked with NRDC lawyers and economists in the 1970s to halt the monstrous Con Edison power plant at Storm King Mountain, in the 1980s to stop the dangerous and destructive Clinch River Breeder Reactor, in the 1990s to help design some of the first utility energy efficiency programs, that in 2009 I would be standing in front of NRDC’s headquarters decrying their stance on the most vital environmental issue in history and demanding a change.

And I tell you that NRDC is still staffed with dedicated, idealistic people who are working wonders on issues of pollution and health. But on the central issue of climate, NRDC has not only dropped the banner, it is on the wrong side.

On whether to insist on steep emission cuts by 2020, or to punt to some 2050 neverland, NRDC is on the wrong side.

On whether to put a clear, unmistakable price on carbon with a steadily rising carbon tax or fee, or to hide the carbon price in a convoluted market-driven cap-and-trade scheme, NRDC is on the wrong side.
On whether to distribute the carbon fee revenues to American families as a cushion against the higher fuel prices, or let corporations and other powerful interests walk off with the cash, NRDC is on the wrong side.
On whether to stand for a democratic environmental movement and lead by virtue of excellence, or to cut special deals with its pals in business and finance, NRDC is on the wrong side. 
Let us, however, not break our ties with NRDC and EDF and the others. We hold too much in common, there is too much at stake, and we will need each other.

When the fatally compromised and fundamentally wrong-headed climate legislation in Congress finally fails, we will need to find each other and work together.

When we do, let us not shirk from the truth.

Let us use a carbon fee-and-dividend to legislate fossil fuel prices that tell the truth about climate.

Let us reconstitute an environmental movement that tells the truth.

Let us demand a democracy that stands on truth.
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